CONTENTS 


The  President’s  Message  on  Environmental  Quality  .  vii 

President  George  Bush  presents  his  environmental  philosophy  and  outlines 
domestic  and  international  environmental  policy  priorities  for  1992. 

Letter  of  Transmittal  .  xiii 

From  the  Chairman;  1991  in  Review  .  xv 

•  Environmental  Conditions  and  Trends  in  1991  .  xv 

•  The  President’s  Strategy  for  Environmental  Quality  . xviii 

•  CEQ  Year  in  Review  .  xx 


PART  I:  ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUES  AND  POLICIES 

Twenty-four  brief  sections  address  key  environmental  and  conservation  issues  facing 
the  United  States  today. 


•  Agriculture .  1 

As  federal  programs  promote  sustainable  practices,  production  and 
conservation  goals  are  converging. 

•  Air  Quality .  9 

Advanced  federal  policies  and  technologies  spearhead  the  U.S.  attack 
on  air  pollutants  of  domestic  and  international  concern. 

•  Biodiversity .  19 

Governments  and  private  organizations  are  responding  to  the  mounting 
evidence  of  a  decline  in  the  variety  of  living  resources. 

•  Budget .  27 

The  President’s  fiscal  1993  budget  continues  a  trend  of  significantly 
reinvigorated  environmental  and  conservation  programs. 

•  Coasts  and  Oceans  .  33 

Population  growth  and  development  along  U.S.  coasts  demands  careful 
land  and  water  management,  restoration,  and  research. 

•  Data  Collection  and  Analysis  .  43 

Stronger  cooperative  and  analytic  frameworks  enhance  the  nation’s 
ability  to  assess  environmental  conditions  and  trends. 

•  Economics .  57 

The  nation  is  enlisting  economic  analysis  to  bring  harmony  to  seemingly 
disparate  environmental  and  developmental  goals. 

•  Education .  63 

Expanding  environmental  literacy  at  home  and  abroad  depends  on 
teacher  training  and  educational  outreach  to  all  ages. 


.  iii 


ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 


CONTENTS 


•  Energy .  71 

A  national  strategy  to  meet  growing  energy  demand  entails  conservation 
and  efficiency,  pollution  control,  and  environmentally  responsible 
development  of  new  supplies. 

•  Enforcement .  81 

Market  incentives  and  multimedia  approaches  are  enhancing  environ¬ 
mental  enforcement  by  the  federal  government  and  self-reporting  by  the 
regulated  community. 

•  Federal  Facilities  Management .  87 

Federal  facility  managers  use  increased  resources  and  innovative 
techniques  to  clean  up  contaminated  sites  and  prevent  pollution. 


•  Fisheries  and  Marine  Mammals .  95 

Conserving  living  marine  resources  requires  ecosystem  management, 
regulation  of  wasteful  fishing  practices,  and  advanced  research. 


•  Forestry  .  101 

To  conserve  forest  resources  and  ensure  sustainable  yield,  forest 
managers  focus  on  ecosystem  management  and  reforestation. 

•  Hazardous  and  Solid  Wastes  .  109 

The  keys  to  slowing  the  increasing  volume  of  hazardous  and 
solid  wastes  are  better  management,  recycling,  and  new  technologies. 

•  International  Issues .  115 

As  a  leader  in  efforts  to  address  global  concerns,  the  United  States  is 
taking  action  domestically  and  preparing  for  the  June  1992 
U.N.  Conference  on  Environment  and  Development. 


•  Mission  to  Planet  Earth .  127 

The  U.S.  space  agency  and  its  counterparts  in  other  nations  are  building 
a  space-based  system  to  monitor  global  environmental  trends. 

•  National  Environmental  Policy  Act . 

Entering  its  third  decade,  NEPA  continues  to  foster  integration  of 
environmental  values  with  other  national  policies  and  programs. 

•  Pollution  Prevention . 

Market-based,  private  sector  initiatives  augment  federal  policies  to 
reduce  toxics  and  other  pollutants  at  their  source. 

•  Private  Sector  Initiatives .  159 

Reflecting  an  American  environmental  ethic,  nongovernmental 
projects  emphasize  environmental  quality  management, 
innovation,  partnerships,  and  education. 


133 

151 


iv 


ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 


CONTENTS 


•  Public  Lands .  167 

Managed  for  multiple  use,  public  lands  provide  recreation,  watersheds, 
wildlife,  wilderness,  biodiversity,  timber,  minerals,  and  range. 

•  Science  and  Technology .  173 


Together  public  and  private  enterprises  are  advancing  the  frontiers  of 
research  and  developing  marketable  techniques  to  prevent  pollution 
and  manage  natural  resources. 

•  Transportation .  179 

The  demand  for  mobility  requires  system  efficiency,  safety,  careful 
management  of  hazardous  cargoes,  and  new  technologies. 

•Water .  185 

The  vital  role  of  water  in  natural  systems  and  human  activity  leads  to 

continuing  concerns  about  water  quantity  and  quality. 

•  Wetlands  .  195 

The  President’s  ambitious  goal  of  no  net  loss  of  wetlands  requires 
regulatory  reform,  acquisitions,  restoration,  and  research. 

PART  II:  ENVIRONMENTAL  DATA  AND  TRENDS 

A  regular  feature  of  the  Environmental  Quality  report,  this  section  contains  over  100 
tables  and  figures  providing  additional  detail  about  conditions  and  trends  in  the 
environment. 


•  Population  .  210 

•  The  Economy  and  the  Environment .  216 

•  Energy .  236 

•  Water .  250 

•  Air  Quality .  267 

•  Land,  Agriculture,  and  Forestry .  283 

•  Protected  Lands  .  306 

•  Wildlife  and  Fisheries .  312 

•  Recreation  .  324 

•  Transportation . 329 

•  Environmental  Waste  and  Hazards .  333 

•  Research,  Education,  and  the  Environment .  342 

APPENDIX 

•  The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  .  352 

•  Federal  NEPA  Liaisons  .  359 

•  NEPA  Regulations  Citations  .  368 

•  States  with  Environmental  Policy  Acts .  373 

•  States  with  Limited  Environmental  Review  Requirements .  374 

•  Selected  Federal  Officials  with  Environment-Related  Duties .  378 

•  Federal  Documents  for  Further  Reading  .  381 


ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 


